
 

IMPORTANT:  Any citizen attending a commission meeting may speak on any item on the agenda. If you wish to 
speak, please fill out the Speaker Request form located near the entrance to meeting room. The Chair will recognize 
you and inform you as to the amount of time allotted to you. The time granted will be dependent to some extent on 
the nature of the item under discussion, the number of people who wish to be heard, and the length of the agenda. 
 

  
 

MINUTES FOR BEE CITY USA - ASHLAND MEETING 
 

June 8, 2017 
North Mountain Park Nature Center 

620 North Mountain Ave.  
 
 
3:00 p.m. – 4:30 p.m.  
In Attendance: Kristina LeFever, Albert Pepe, Karen Potts, Shari Shattuck, Joel Heller, and Krystal Abrams 
 
I. CALL TO ORDER AND WELCOME 

 
II. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

1. Approve Minutes from previous meeting  
Note - date of meeting was 3/24 not 3/15 

 Libby to change the date on the previous minutes. 
Karen moves to approve minutes, all approve. 
 

2. Review Action Items from previous meeting 
FYI Bee City USA Talent is not paying the renewal fee this year.  We paid $100 to Bee City for 
2017 BCU status. 

 Libby will double check the payment to Bee City USA and make sure it went through. 
We are not actually doing events during Pollinator Week, but we will be several things during the 
months of June and July. 

 Libby will put together the June/July pollinator events into a flier. 
The group discussed the importance of increasing offerings during Pollinator Week.  Increasing 
pollinator week events can be an agenda item for another meeting. 

 
III. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 

1. Open Forum 
Eugene is pushing to be a Bee City next year.  Kristal Abrams is a public visitor who represents the 
non-profit “Beyond Toxics” and is interested in seeing how our program runs. 

 
IV. ADDITIONS OR DELETIONS TO THE AGENDA 

 
V. UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

1. Flyer for pollinator-friendly landscape practices - Shari 
(not sure if she will have anything) 
Kristina would like input on the new text.  The group would like to create this as a card of trifold 
brochure or card, to hand out on the Pollinator Garden Tour.  Shari suggests that this document 
should only highlight the 4 or 5 most important recommendations. 

 Kristina will email her “pollinator friendly landscape practices” content to everyone. 
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 All members should read the content, and send edits back to Kristina by next Friday 16th. 
 Kristina will get a cost estimate for printing the pollinator friendly landscape practices card. 
 Shari will work on formatting the practices on a card. 

 
2. Update on Rocky Top - Karen and Kristina 

Kristina did a presentation to the HOA, and there is some interest in adopting the Rocky Top area.  
 Karen and Kristina will meet with Trudy and Lyn Ransford to discuss the details of the adoption.  

Meeting Scheduled for June 19. 
Kristina noted that there are gullies, on the steep slope up at Rocky Top.  Soil has been washed 
away, and the area needs mulch. 

 Libby will reach out to Jeff and ask him if more work can be done on the slopes there at Rocky 
Top 
  

3. Update on Pollinator Garden Tour booklet - Kristina and Libby 
Printing the tour booklet will cost $1.60 each for 100 prints from Medford Builders Exchange. 

 Kristina will submit the booklet to MBE and ask them to Bill us quickly, so that it hits the budget in 
the current fiscal year. 

 Kristina will bring the booklet with her when she tables at the Growers Market, and remember to 
VOID the ticket on the back. 

 Libby will check with Dorinda about the status of the press release for the pollinator tour. 
 All committee members will sign up for locations to poster the large flier around town. 

 
4. Update on The Grove Pollinator Garden sign - Kristina 

Shari and Kristina met with Mariella to discuss making a sign for the Grove Pollinator Garden as a 
student project.  After that meeting, Mariella has not replied.   

 Kristina will contact Mariella’s teacher at John Muir School to see if she is still interested in being 
involved. 
 

 
VI. NEW BUSINESS 

5. Budget - Libby 
We have $406 remaining in this fiscal year’s budget.  This money needs to be spent by June 30, so 
invoices need to be returned quickly to accounts payable. 
In the next biennium, Parks has budgeted $500 per year for Bee City USA. 
 

6. Pollinator Garden Info Signs - Kristina 
Everyone is excited about the idea of the educational signs, each containing a factoid about 
pollinator garden techniques. 
We can make 20 of these Pollinator Garden Info Signs for around $100.  These would be made on 
re-usable corrugated campaign signs. 

 Kristina will add a couple more educational factoids to the list, and then get these signs printed. 
 

7. Pollinator Garden Tour - Kristina 
 Libby will keep the Nature Center open on Sunday July 9 from 10am to 12 noon.  To give all 

registered people the tour booklets. 
 Each committee member will call 4 of the gardeners who are on the tour, and make sure to 

connect about the tour.  Talk to each gardener about the logistics which were explained in 
Kristina’s email.  Also make sure that the gardeners are going to help with advertising the tour. 
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 Kristina will re-send her gardener information to the group, so they have a script for these 
gardener orientation phone call. 

 Libby will ensure that the Approved Pollinator Garden Sign gets posted in the Nature Center 
Gardens. 
 

8. Pollinator Week Event Flyer – Libby 
Everyone is welcome to take a stack of full and quarter page fliers to distribute around town.  
However, the Nature Center won’t be able to do any more color printing of fliers.  If the group wants 
black and white copies, we can do them in-house.  For additional color prints, work with an outside 
vendor. 
 

9. Entry in July 4 parade - Kristina 
Theme is “Together We Sing!”, $25 fee, deadline is 6/23 

 Kristina will apply to be part of the 4th of July Parade, and pay the $25 fee. 
 All Committee members will reach out to our contacts, and seek friends and their children to 

come out for the parade. 
 Kristina will send 4th of July details to Karen. 
 Karen will make up a ¼ page flier to attract people to participate in the 4th of July Parade with 

BCU. 
 

10. Planning The Grove BCUA Pollinator Garden - Kristina and Libby 
APF grant application was approved for $415 to purchase approximately 110 plants for installation 
in that area. 

 Libby needs to double check on the Ashland Parks Foundation grant checks.  Ensure they been 
deposited in the dedicated categories? 

 Libby to ask Jeff to identify the shrubs and trees currently in the Grove Pollinator garden area.  
Also ask Jeff why the area beyond the memorial plaque and heading back to the bike rack wasn’t 
included in the “Grove Pollinator Garden” area? 

 Kristina will email the site sketch for the Grove Pollinator Garden as well as some potential plant 
lists to the committee members. 

 Each committee member will pick five to six plants that they’d like to see in the garden.  This list 
of potential plants will be discussed 
The group plans to meet in August to discuss the plans. 

 Kristina will inquire with Parks and Rec about reserving the Grove conference room for the 
meeting in August.   

 Libby will Doodle Poll the August Meeting to discuss the Grove planting and the September 
regular meeting, and include Nancy Appling in the poll. 

 Joel suggests that we invite Joe Hyde to the September meeting to help with plant choice and 
landscape layout. 
 

11. Neonicotinoids and IPM review 
SB 929 died in Oregon Senate.   
Kristina would like Parks and Rec to announce the fact that we don’t use Neonics.  She would like 
Parks to write a press release about this. 

 Joel will suggest that neonics be mentioned in the next small publicity statement he makes as a 
Parks Commissioner. 
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12. New BCUA subcommittee member applications  
Susan Eckstrom is no longer able to join the committee.  
An application was received from Nancy Appling (can’t meet on 2nd Thursdays) 
All members vote in agreement to invite Nancy Appling into the committee.   
 

VII. OTHER ITEMS FROM COMMITTEE MEMBERS 
 
VIII. UPCOMING MEETING DATES 

September  
 Libby will Doodle Poll the August Meeting to discuss the Grove planting and the September regular 

meeting, and include Nancy Appling in the poll. 
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ACTION ITEMS 
 Libby to change the date on the previous minutes and upload them to the city web site. 

 Libby will double check the payment to Bee City USA and make sure it went through. 

 Libby will put together the June/July pollinator events into a flier. 

 Kristina will email her “pollinator friendly landscape practices” content to everyone. 

 All members should read the content, and send edits back to Kristina by next Friday 16th. 

 Kristina will get a cost estimate for printing the pollinator friendly landscape practices card. 

 Shari will work on formatting the practices on a card. 

 Karen and Kristina will meet with Trudy and Lyn Ransford to discuss the details of the adoption.  Meeting 
Scheduled for June 19. 

 Libby will reach out to Jeff and ask him if more work can be done to stabilize or mulch the slopes there at Rocky 
Top. 

 Kristina will submit the booklet to MBE and ask them to Bill us quickly, so that it hits the budget in the current fiscal 
year. 

 Kristina will bring the booklet with her when she tables at the Growers Market, and remember to VOID the ticket on 
the back. 

 Libby will check with Dorinda about the status of the press release for the pollinator tour. 

 All committee members will sign up for locations to poster the large flier around town. 

 Kristina will contact Mariella’s teacher at John Muir School to see if she is still interested in being involved in 
creating a sign for the Grove Pollinator Garden. 

 Kristina will add a couple more educational factoids to the list, and then get the Pollinator Garden Info signs 
printed. 

 Libby will keep the Nature Center open on Sunday July 9 from 10am to 12 noon, to give all registered people the 
tour booklets. 

 Each committee member will call 4 of the gardeners who are on the tour, and make sure to connect about the tour.  
Talk to each gardener about the logistics which were explained in Kristina’s email.  Also make sure that the 
gardeners are going to help with advertising the tour. 

 Kristina will re-send her gardener information to the group, so they have a script for these gardener orientation 
phone call. 

 Libby will ensure that the Approved Pollinator Garden Sign gets posted in the Nature Center Gardens. 

 Kristina will apply to be part of the 4th of July Parade, and pay the $25 fee. 

 All Committee members will reach out to our contacts, and seek friends and their children to come out for the 
parade. 

 Kristina will send 4th of July details to Karen. 

 Karen will make up a ¼ page flier to attract people to participate in the 4th of July Parade with BCU. 
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 Libby needs to double check on the Ashland Parks Foundation grant checks.  She will ensure they been deposited 
in the correct dedicated categories.   

 Libby to ask Jeff to identify the shrubs and trees currently in the Grove Pollinator garden area.  Also ask Jeff why 
the area beyond the memorial plaque and heading back to the bike rack wasn’t included in the “Grove Pollinator 
Garden” area? 

 Kristina will email the site sketch for the Grove Pollinator Garden as well as some potential plant lists to the 
committee members. 

 Each committee member will pick five to six plants that they’d like to see in the garden.  This list of potential plants 
will be discussed in August. 

 Kristina will inquire with Parks and Rec about reserving the Grove conference room for the meeting in August.   

 Libby will Doodle Poll the August Meeting to discuss the Grove planting and the September regular meeting, and 
include Nancy Appling in the poll. 

 Joel suggests that we invite Joe Hyde to the September meeting to help with plant choice and landscape layout. 

 Joel will suggest that neonics be mentioned in the next small publicity statement he makes as a Parks 
Commissioner. 

 Libby will Doodle Poll the August Meeting to discuss the Grove planting and the September regular meeting, and 
include Nancy Appling in the poll. 

 
ACTION ITEMS from previous meetings 

 Kristina will look into sign costs for two new BCU signs for city entrances.  - WAITING FOR ADDITIONAL FUNDS 

 Libby will contact Jeff to confirm about the Grove Pollinator Garden planting timeline. - IN PROCESS 

 Kristina suggested that Shari’s list of practices be shared to Facebook. - IN PROCESS 

 Committee members will review Shari’s “pollinator friendly landscaping practices” document, and email the group 
with any ideas and suggestions. - IN PROCESS 

 Kristina will send a letter to the paper to advertise the tour by May 31. - IN PROCESS 

 Kristina will use similar language to generate a press release, and send that to Libby. - IN PROCESS 

 Libby will ask Dorinda to help submit a press release about this upcoming program.  To be submitted June 16. - IN 
PROCESS 

 Joel suggests putting the pollinator garden tour into the June City Source, which has a deadline of May 15. - 
KRISTINA MISSED DEADLINE! 

 NMP will a design flier for the tour, and the committee members will distribute/poster around town. - FLIER 
DESIGNED, IN PROCESS 

 Karen will get in touch with Jan and offer her help with installing the garden sign. - IN PROCESS 
 Libby will look into relocating the first street sign for better visibility.  They recommend lower down and 

closer to the Tree City sign. - IN PROCESS 
 Kristina will look into the cost to construct two more Bee City USA street signs, and assess whether we 

can afford two more signs out of our budget. - WAITING FOR ADDITIONAL FUNDS 
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 Kristina will determine the format of the existing rack cards that are inspiring her.  Find out whether the 
files are saved as Publisher files, or some other program. - NOT PUBLISHER; NEED TO RESCHEDULE 

 Karen will reach out to Lori Ainsworth and ask her about Rocky Top Adoption, see if Lori can suggest a 
group to adopt that area.  And learn from Lori, how best to explain the Adopt a Park program, so that we 
can help get other groups involved. - IN PROCESS 


